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LINCOLN'S  DIAMOND  PIN.  , 

Got  It  on  a  Loan  and  Gave  It  Away 

Because  Ashamed  of  It. 
n'om  the  Atlautn  iGa.)  Coustitutiou. 

Colouel  \V.  N.  Cave  of  Biuuwoll,  S.  t.,  : 
who  is  now  iu  Atlanta  on  business,  is  id  | 
possession  of  a  unique  lelie  iu  the  shape  o 
a  aiamoud  pin  which  was  at  one  tim,"  tho 
piopevty  of  Abiaham  Lincoln,  and  wh.cn 
is  the  only  piece  of  jewelry  uf  the  l.;u'l 
ihat  riesiilout  Lincoln  ever  -.vol-.?.    Ihc  pia 
is  of  the  oM-fashioned    style    of    clus tev 
brooches,  with  a  clasp  at  the  back  foi  1, 
purpose  of  securing  it  to  the  filled  shut 
iront  worn  by  gentlemen  lifiy  y^^f^^^^^ 
The  center  diamond  is  a  lar„'e,  pa .licu.aily 
white  one,  and  it  is  surrounded  by  a  num- 
ber of  smaller  brilliants.  ; 

The  pin  has  a  strange  history,  i-.ome 
years  l.efore  the  war  and  prior  to  t^e  time  ] 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  besiiKun?  to 
foom  up  as  a  presidential  poss.blhty,  .Nh  c 
pr.acticins  law  iu  Illinois  he  met  a  y.  ug 
dandy  from  Xew  York  state  wUo.e  svoil- 
in"  proclivities  bad  <^aused  him  to  run 
short  of  funds.  The  young  ff'  ° 
Lincoln  for  assistance,  f  ^\'",^;\!\,'^"'^ 
as  security  for  a  loan  a  landso  no  ; 
niu  For  some  rea.on  he  never  letuu  e-i 
"o  redeem  the  pledge,  and  from  thac  da> 
Lincoln  did  not  again  sec  him. 

Lincoln  was  naturally  a  man  of  qmet 
taste  in  matters  of  dress,  and  seldom  ^^lo 
wehv  of  any  kind.    However,  his  acji- 
lental" possession  of  a  flue  ornauient  pvov.-l 
a  ?eittporary  temptation  to  adorn  hnnse.t. 
OneT.v  James  Moyers,  a  stock  dealer  of  I 
Kent  ckv,  and  a  close  personal  friend  of  : 
M     Lincom  who  had  known  him  intimately 
f  om  childhood,  went  to  Si.riug held  ou 
visit.    As  soon  as  he  saw  Lincoln  the  m.i 
•ittracled  his  attention. 

■  Well    who'd  a   thought  that  Abe  Lin- 
coln would  be  strutting  around  streets 
with  a  diamond  piu  m  his  shir,  i'^^^- 
cMimcd  Moyers  in  mock  surprise.  Lincoln 
eoled  vag^iely   abashed  and  U;ied  to  ex 
,,;-iui    The  explanation  ended  \>y  bis  takin„ 
Ue  pin  from  'his  shirt  and  pinning  it  .n 
Movers,  insisting  as  he  did  so  that  he  d.d 
rot  want  it  and  was  only  too  anxious  to 
cet  rid  of  it.    Moyers  kent  the  ornament 
fo"   some  time  and  finally   gave  it  to  a 
friend  James  Drummond.    Urummond  was 
captured  during  the  war  by  the  l.eueral 
and  died  ac  Tort  Monroe.    In  l^^G  ^/'^'^ 

was  the  pin  that  had  belonged  to  L'ueoln. 
Coloni\  cave  bought  it  for  a  smal  sum^ 
He  know  its  bistory  and  prizes  the  lelic 
H^hb  some  years  ago  Colonel  Cave  was 
oaered  ^-..COO  for  the  pin,  but  retu..ed  to 
part  with  it.  ,    -7  ^ 


A  Rare  Lincoln  Kelic. 

Editor  National  Tribune:  On  x\iay 
5,  1914,  a  ring,  cut  from  cannel  coal 
or  from  a  horn,  was  found  In  what 
was  formerly  the  L,incoln  yard  at 
I^incoln  City,  Ind.  A  ditch  was  being 
cut  two  feet  deep,  and  the  ring  was 
discovered    in   the  dirt. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
'Liincolns  moved  from  Kentucky  to 
Indiana  in  1816,  when  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  seven  years  old.  The  Lin- 
cvolns  remainefl  here  in  Indiana  until 
1830,  when  they  moved  to  Illinois. 

The  ring  of  which  1  speak  is  a  num- 
ber 10  in  size,  and  is  one-fourth  of 
an  inch  wide  on  the  inside  as  it  was 
worn  on  the  linger,  and  on  the  top 
or  outside,  it  measures  one-half  an 
inch  It  is  cut  with  an  enlargement 
on  the  top  with  three  places  in  which 
there  have  been  sets  or  at  least  places 
for  sets. 

The  story  of  the  ring  increases  in  j 
[interest  as  we  come  to  learn  that  it  I 
bears  the   date   "1824. and    the  in- 
scription on  the  inside  circle  "T.  Lin-  i 
coin."       Thomas     Lincoln     was  the 
father  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    By  com- 
parin°-  the  various  date  we  learn  tliat 
the  ring  was  dated  at  the  time  when 
Abe  was  1  Tv  \  ears  old,  and  according; 
to  good  reasoning  and  no  stretch  of 
imagination,  the  conclusion  is  that  the 
ring  is  one  made  by  the  boy  "Abe" 
and  given  to  his  father. 

Evidence    to     establish     beyond  _  a 
doubt  of  the  time,  place  and  occasion  | 
of  the  linding  is  in  abundance.  i 

The   date  and   inscription  together] 
with   the   finding,   etc.,   furnish  indis- 
putable   evidence    that    the    ring    was  | 
the  property  of  the  Lincolns.  i 

I  am  the  sole  owner,  having  pur- 
cliased  it  from  the  tinder  on  July  1,1 
1914.  Anyone  \^■ishing  further  in- i 
formation  concerning  the  ring  in  any 
particular.  Up  free  to  write  me  at 
Oakland  City,  Ind. — Rev.  J.  W.  Settle, 
Pastor  of  U.  B.  Church. 


Pin  Once  Owned  by  Lincoln 
Worn  by  Phila.  Man  Today 


On  the  coat  lapel  of  George  L. 
Van  Zandt  today  will  be  an  antique 
pin  once  owned  and  worn  by  Abra- 
h  a  m  Lincoln 
himself. 

This  year,  as 
every  year,  the 
78  -  year  -  old 
resident  of 
6378  Columbia 
ave.  will  take 
down  the  little 
star-  shaped 
pin,  affix  it  to 
his  lapel,  and 
wear  it  through 
the     day  in 
honor  of  the 
'    anniversary  of 
the    birth  of 
theGreat 
'  Emancipator. 
Van  Zandt,  whose  middle  name 
is    Lincoln    and    who    was  born 
shortly  after   the  rail-splitter  took 
office,  acquired  the  pin    about  15 
years  ago.  It  is  designed  as  a  star, 
with  seven  points,  each  point  being 
made  of  jet  set  in  gold. 

In  the  centre,  covered  by  glass,  is 
a  small  but  excellent  likeness  of 
Lincoln. 

The  pin  was  presented  by  Lincoln 
to  Mrs.  John  W.  Forney,  wife  of  Col. 


John  W.  Forney,  owner  and  editor 
of  the  Philadelphia  Press  and 
powerful  backer  of  Lincoln  in  1860. 
Upon  her  death  Mrs.  Forney  be- 
queathed the  pin  to  a  sister,  who  in 
turn  left  it  to  P.  R.  Shattuck,  a 
friend  of  Van  Zandt. 

When  Shattuck  died  15  years  ago 
he  left  the  pin  to  Van  Zandt  with 
whom  he  had  worked  side  by  side 
in  the  department  of  inspection  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  for  years. 
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